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THE SPIRIT OF VENDIMIA

Here at The Vines we are nearing the fever pitch of Vendimia, the harvest
season in Mendoza, which occurs the first week in March and abounds with
merriment and wine. When the famous Fiesta de la Vendimia is in full swing
it includes regional foods and evenings of music and folkloric dancing.

This elaborate celebration starts with the benediction of the fruit and is
followed by our personal favorite event, the Via Blanca de las Reinas, a
parade of allegorical floats featuring the reinas, or queens, from Mendoza
province’s 18 different departments. These smiling queens wind their
way through the center of Mendoza, gleefully throwing to the crowd
assorted fruits and vegetables representative of their department. Be
sure to watch out for the wayward flying produce, as well as for the bottles
of wine they give out along the route.

The queen of Tunuyán, the department where our Private Vineyard Estates
reside, is obviously a favorite for us at The Vines. For the reining 2007

queen, Nataly Marchiori, it was her dream to be queen since she was very
little growing up on a campo, or farm. Currently a student of veterinary
sciences in Mendoza, she is also a full time paid reina, fulfilling her
important cultural role as a representative of the spirit and struggle of
the farm worker and the department of Tunuyán.

The reinas, along with gauchos on horseback, horse-drawn carts and
street bands known as murgas, also participate in a more traditional
parade, Carrusel Vendimial, which features Mendoza's colonial days. The
Vendimia celebration ends with the much anticipated, sold out
amphitheater extravaganza, during which the National Vendimia Queen
is chosen from the participating queens. It features over 100 performers
and dancers and concludes with a spectacular firework display.

We encourage you to come visit during this colorful and exciting
celebration, which is the pride and joy of all Mendocinos.

The queen of Tunuyán, Valle de Uco

PRIVATE VINEYARD ESTATES UPDATE
Saludos from sunny and warm Mendoza where we are quickly approaching the 2008 harvest. We finished planting the first group of Private Vineyard
Estates in early December and are now looking forward to the 2010 harvest when we will be picking grapes and making the first wines from these
vineyards with Santiago Achával.

It has been stunning to witness the development over the past six months.
In particular it’s enthralling to watch the sun rise over the valley perfectly
capturing the magnificence of the mountains, vines and sense of magic
you experience from being in the heart of Mendoza’s Valle de Uco.

We have been very fortunate to receive some terrific press coverage
recently. An article about us appears in issue #18 of The World of Fine
Wine, one of the world’s most highly-respected wine magazines, the
January 20th issue of the Observer and the January 21st issue of Fortune
magazine. Please visit our website to view these articles and others and
to see our new Private Vineyard Estates webpage with additional photos
and information. www.vinesofmendoza.com.

If you would like more information about our Private Vineyard Estate
project, please contact us at: privatevineyards@vinesofmendoza.com or
707-320-2699. Hope to see you in Mendoza soon!

Sunrise at the Private Vineyard Estates

Final scene at the main show








