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Southern Comforts

A NEW RESORT SET AMONG VINEYARDS OFFERS A HAVEN

T infinity pood

e Waia it IN WHICH TO SAVOR THE FLAVORS AND LANDSCAPES OF
and Sga refiedty ARGENTINA'S LEAST-KNOWN WINE REGION. ey oavio wron
A e w A
of the Andes. The
pocl b olfen N MY FIRST miornuwg at the Vines Besory and Spain western Argenting, ooe
efrparmenty m ol the propery’s cofounders, Michoe! Evang, cajoled me baton pridawn wolk
throughisst the day.

in the vinevards. | was sleeplly wishing 1 lad begeed off uniil, glancing wes
toward the dark wall of the Andes, [ glimpsed the full moon dropping cut ol high cloods
inad shitking between two praks. Momers later, the first mys of vanlight srisck the snow
covered capaof the more than 20000-foot range. Evans poinied his camers to capnne
the hotwsy-oalored light sweeping swiltly down the minuntabsides nnd poalkng among

FENRUART D004 | RORS REFORT.CoM 101

PRIVATE VINEYARD ESTATES | the vines of mendoza PRESS



Robb Report

January 19, 2014

The resort
stocks
more than
300 wine
labels, and
fts restan
rant, Siete
Fuegos,
shotocases
regional
tishes
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the roswz of vires, “Our first goall he
saitl, lerwering his lens, “wad tamaks
et witie. T iurms oot that the views
are also mesnierizing,
Sevenily nuiles soulbrwestof Bhe city
of Mendaza, the Uco Vidley hus the
highest elevation thetween 3,000
med 4,000 feel alsove seq lovely and
i greatest varianee between -:|.'|:.
tigie and nighttime temperalures
{absout 35 degrees it} of
sMendoxa's thre
regiona. e rocky soils hove sup
parted wine grapes mestly Malkec,

emaking

ch became famois in the adja
o—sainoe the carly

1 peachies uewd claerries liad
almmoet campletely sapplanted vines
before drip i:rigu::im. tecidogy
mierd vitheulinre i the late
Hith century. Within n decade of
imstallimg drip systems, a fowe Uco
Valley winemakers were crafting
albee and Bordenux-atvle blends
thut earned near-perfeet to periect
sooTes from top critics. Amd now

rewmaliit

the reglon has compleved ls

i | FERELARY duid

wentudirmathon o 8 wine-fourism
desti i with the opening o
Vines Resort and Sga, which offers
suilsbly appoinbed accoenimoations
for theee enthusdasts ntent an form-
ng o more personal relationship
with this chnamic region

The resort i abtiated b the mid
dle of the va
Memdoza vireynrd. Assisted by the
o Argentine winemaker Santigm
Achéol, Evans znd his partner Pablo
Cimensr Ritli disoovered the prop
erty in 3005 nnd began planting
wines i 2007 In controst tethe B
heal thineline for sev plantings, the

e at the Vines of

wis hestowing soores of 0
peapts and higher on Vines wines.

Ewnns aiwl Qbmenes Tl aleo sold
vinevard plots (nlong with their
wineyurd management and wine-
muaking services) to momnd than 130
relvidizale who wanted o establlsh
thielr o wine labals fiwe o rel

atively

sl imvestmment. (The Vines' n

ar

keting team ean work with cwmers
lnbwrls mrald will also

b create thes

srl up online stores for Utoss imer-
estoed in selling their wines commer
cialhy sl e fhret Cramiere,
eoditimies 1o serve ag aconsulting
winemaker, lending to theee ofi
i level of expertise mnst pamag
enr oplyvdrenm of, Theowners wha

vizit 1o plant thedr vines, horves: ond
crush their grapes, and bleod theis
winea liken the experienon bo ntend
g Farissy wine CATI-—&0N OPne
|logical adventure in which mare
casunl commolsseurs can now share
Constructed primarily of natural
wood and stone resort’s 22
sheek, modernist villas fentume floor
t=ceiling windows that frame vis

tax aof vinevands and the towering
Andes. Guests litemlly step from
thitr spachols, cometpa iy quar
ters intothe rhythmaof the Soathern
Hemrigphoere’s winemaking seasons
My vigit in late November codn
cided with the i al fnnt set. Ak
walloed the rows with my gaucho {a
saff member who doubdes as per
sl concierge s boon cormmparngan),
the stema were Already clustered
r|q|];.l,|||"\. groct grapes that glistened
in the sun. The winery bnpstled with
actbeiny; the freah, young wies from
the March harvest were being read
ied far bartling, All guests o
resart ean jodn in bleofing sessions
thut help sharpen their palates, bt
bewause mn inelded with
the blerding decisicns for the 2013
barre] aged stocks that will eveniu-
ally hecame Becurrda Gran Corte,
the winery's sigrntune ofering, | was
inwviited to skt bn oo a crisl runowiath
ihe pesorts wine director, Marnana

Onofri; the winemaker Pablo
Muortoredl; aril Ackinaul

Although Achival insists tha
“every wine is a chanee to pop the
pork arsd o s pari:c_' he neverthe

Jesin ook our blending session very
serioisly. First we sniffed then

tasted each ol the Malber, Cabernet
Sapvignin, Cabernet Franc, Werlot,
Petit Vierdot, noud Syvrah stocka tn
deterniine bow each might comple
ment the athers. After noting that
g Calermet Sauvagnon vines
wine beginning to express cloganos
the (ruit, the pnasters wernt i work
proposing proportims. As we tasted
the succession of different combing-
pal ultimnately resulied in e
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teniative blend, 1 acquired a new
appreciation for the winemaker's
eemrplex halancing sct.

Thie while variety of grapes that
fourish in the Uco Valley distin
guishes the region from Lujin de
Chryo, where Malbec is the undis-
puted king, With its colder nights
anid higher eleation, Uen produces
sonie brisk, aromstic whites from
Torromtes and Sauvigno Maps, but |
the valley is eapeciilly Kind 10 neds. |
The usual green-popper noas of
ket Framnd, for cxample, gives
way 10 riper red-pepper notes and
un elegunt tannin strectare that
helps focus the big julciness of
Malbee, Among the mene famos
witermakers workivg in the region
ure Achéval, the Califorals legend
Paul Hobs, ard Mr. Bordeaux him
sl Mk Bellared, the masstermind
bohind Clos da bos Siete, {

O vizits i theste winemadersand
dozens moee, the Vitus Resor uau-
iy merals poests with the specialiss
Peddro Hosell and Eduardo Saler
of Discover the Amdes—business
partners who are also winemakers,
certified snmmeliom, and dedicated
autdoorsmiens, s insrnivg, Soler
and | trekhed in the foothillsof the
Ances, which seein suspended
betwesn the high peaks and soaring
condors ubove and twe green vime-
sl beelow, Wie then visited s couple
of wineres where | learted that wine.
makers in the Uoo Valley are gemer-
o e i comus o burme] tasting.

At Ariwours, whibid Herve Do
touk over fromn Rolland in e 2000,
1 found that the preset owner has
veered away from the heavily
extracted super-ripe frult favored
by hiz predecessor, preferring
instend an slmost Left Bank bal-
ance between elegance and opu-
lence, 1 had avked to taste the
wines n current releste, but once
Chagneau began explaining his pew
hirectinn. we undertook a teciutical
tasting of all the wines in barrels
{both blending stocks and blewds
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hexng aged) axd those in tanks ahous
e e bt bell
Laterr, s thue san nrceud wesl, every-

ofse st the resort drifted over tothe |
| bronzed whole lamb off s rack by the

monting aren arcaiid the expansive
infinity ponl. 0T to one side, the
apeen wod fires of Siete Fuegos—
the indoor-catdoor restaurant by
Francis Mallmann, South Americas
lisactireg chef—began te ersckhe and
P Sparks drifted inso the growing
dark. Servers passed glasses of wine
sl coekails, wiiibe the sun retrensd
Berhinad the towering peaks of the

Arubes ns shienly s it had appeared
an iy At morndng. The sky deep-
ened to g shade of midnight blue,
and eooks wresthed a heautifilly

pit fire, while julcy Amgentine beef
sizcled on the grill. Righs on cue, the
searmelter pulled the corks sm botile
of obd-vine Malbec, and it was time
10 feast an the manifold Aavors of
e U Veallesy. 0
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